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ñ I am well aware of the toil and blood and treasure it will cost us to maintain this declaration, and support and defend these states. 

Yet through all the gloom I see the rays of ravishing light and glory. I can see that the end is worth all the means. 
This is our day of deliverance."  

John Adams 
 

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence? Seventeen fought in the ensuing war. 
Thomas Nelson was a colonel in the Second Virginia Regiment and William Whipple served with the New Hampshire militia. Oliver Wolcott led 
the Connecticut regiments sent for the defense of New York and commanded a brigade of militia that took part in the defeat of General Bur-

goyne. Caesar Rodney was a Major General in the Delaware militia and John Hancock was the same in the Massachusetts militia. 

Five of the signers were captured by the British during the war although only Richard Stockton of New Jersey is said to have been imprisoned 
solely for having signed the Declaration of Independence. He died a year after he was released. Colonel George Walton was wounded and 
captured at the Battle of Savannah. Captains Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, and Arthur Middleton were all captured during the siege of 
Charleston in 1780 and exchanged a year later, too late to protect their property which had been looted as had the properties of Hall, Clymer, 

Walton, Hooper and Gwinnett.  

Thomas Lynch of South Carolina was arrested in 1780 and held on board a British prison ship for a year. During his imprisonment, his planta-
tion was ransacked and his 130+ slaves were taken and believed sold to sugar plantations in Jamaica. Twelve others also had their homes 

ransacked and burned.  

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the British Navy and was forced to sell his home 
and properties to pay his debts. Colonel Thomas McKean of Delaware was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family 

almost constantly. He served in the Congress without pay and his family was kept in hiding. 

Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. Mrs. Lewis was captured by the British but was eventually released in exchange for a 

British officer's wife. Mrs. Lewis died two years after her release.  

John Hart was driven from his dying wife's bedside. Their 13 children fled for their lives. For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, 
returning home to find his wife dead and his children vanished. A few weeks later, he died of exhaustion and a broken heart. Morris and 

Livingston suffered similar fates. 

Abraham Clark of New Jersey had two of his sons captured by the British during the war. The son of John Witherspoon was killed at the Battle 

of Germantown. 

What kind of men were these 56 rebels who signed the Declaration of Independence? Twenty-two were lawyers and nine were judges. Eight-
een of the signers were merchants or businessmen, 14 were farmers, and four were doctors. These were men of means, well educated, and 
interested in the well being of their fellow countrymen. Seven had attended Harvard, four each at Yale and William & Mary, and three at 
Princeton. John Witherspoon, a Presbyterian minister and the only clergy to sign, was the president of Princeton and George Wythe was a 
professor at William & Mary. 42 had served in their States legislature. Nine of the signers were immigrants, two were brothers, two were cous-
ins, and one was an orphan. They were slave owners and duelists, men who were good in business and men who were not. In short, they 

were ordinary human beings, thrust into an extraordinary situation. They put their lives on the line to preserve the country they loved. 

After the Revolution, 13 of the signers went on to become governors, and 18 served in their state legislatures. Sixteen became state and fed-
eral judges. Seven became members of the United States House of Representatives, and six became United States Senators. James Wilson 
and Samuel Chase became Justices of the United States Supreme Court. Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Elbridge Gerry each became 
Vice President, and John Adams and Thomas Jefferson became President. The sons of signers John Adams and Benjamin Harrison also 

became Presidents. 

These men dared to take a stand and signed the Declaration of Independence. To this new country, they pledged their lives, their fortunes, 

and their sacred honor! 

ñAmerica, America, God shed His grace on thee; and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!ò 
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Saying Goodbye to the Red Brick Building  
In January, the Property Discernment Team proposed and the Session adopted the recommendation to 

tear down the 1952 red brick YMCA building. Demolition is now in progress!  

Before 

Sack Lunch Non -Trivia  
 

Did you know that we have:  
     * 27 full -time volunteers?  
     * 6 full -timers who are not members of FPC?  
     * �$���´�W�H�D�P�µ���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���+�R�O�L�G�D�\���,�Q�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�I�����7�U�D�F�\��
 �1�L�H�U�R�G�H�����0�L�N�H�·�V���R�W�K�H�U���K�D�O�I�����Z�K�R���K�H�O�S�V���X�V���I�L�O�O���R�X�W���W�K�H���H�[�W�U�D���G�D�\�V���R�I����
 the months?  
     * �$���P�R�W�W�R�"���,�W���L�V���D���T�X�R�W�H���I�U�R�P���+�X�G�V�R�Q���7�D�\�O�R�U�����´�*�R�G�·�V���Z�R�U�N���G�R�Q�H���L�Q��
 �*�R�G�·�V���Z�D�\���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���O�D�F�N���V�X�S�S�O�\���´ 
     * A packing date scheduled for Wednesday, July 14 at 11:00 AM in 
 the Fellowship Hall? This would be a great opportunity for families 
 to work together. Please join us!  

What Is Summer?  
Summer is a time for us to rest, relax, and enjoy a change of 
pace from our daily routine. It offers us a sabbatical, in a 
sense, from the daily grind. A sabbatical implies rest and of-
fers opportunities for renewed experiences, challenges and 
growth.  
 
    

While you enjoy this time to reflect and relax, remember the 
importance of staying current on your financial and service 
commitments to your church. The continuation of ministries, 
programs and meaningful worship experiences depend on 
your financial commitment.  

Congratulations  
 

Congratulations to Martha (Tootie) 
Bickerstaff, Mimi Childs, and 
Becky Yarbrough who were among 
the 2010 recipients of the Girl Scouts 
of Historic Georgia Women of Distinc-
tion Award. This award celebrates 
�³�Z�R�P�H�Q���R�I���F�R�X�U�D�J�H�����F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G��
character who make the world a bet-
�W�H�U���S�O�D�F�H���´���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�G��
themselves as outstanding members 
of their community through individual 
excellence and high levels of achieve-
ment. 
 

First Presbyterian is blessed to have 
these fine ladies as part of our church 
family. 

Martha Bickerstaff 

Becky Yarbrough 

Gleaning Trip Report  
Rev. Jason Micheli, Campus Minister, led a group of four 
faithful First Presbyterians on a gleaning trip with the Society 
of St. Andrew on Saturday, June 26.  They filled a truck and 
a half with sweet corn which was transported to a food pan-
try in South Georgia. Good work, folks! 


