NEXT AUDITION
“The Big Guns or Whose Little Lily Is She?”
Auditions: Monday, Sept 9th at 6pm-7:30pm or Tuesday, Sept 10th at 6pm-7:30pm
What is 5:16 Players?
The 5:16 Players is a community theater with a focus on wholesome entertainment. Now
in our 1st year, we’re proud to bring you top-quality theatrical productions a year. We
are sponsored and supported by First Presbyterian Church, and provide entertainment to
the community without religious bias.
In addition to using many experienced theater folks, one of the objectives of our work is
to provide a venue for those who have never been involved in the theater arts before.
We enjoy seeing people discover a love of theater – whether that’s performing on the
stage; building sets; making costumes; or working as a stage hand, lighting technician
or sound technician. As new cast and crew members “learn the ropes” and become
seasoned pros, they may decide to try their hand at stage managing or directing. All of
our cast, crew, and management are volunteers. But, no matter what role you choose,
this will be the most fun that you have had in a long time!
What will auditions be like?
We’ll have you sign in and fill out an audition form to tell us about yourself. Don’t worry
if you’ve never done this before – experience is not required. If you have a headshot,
bring it along. If not, we’ll take a picture to help us remember who’s who after you’re
gone. If an auditioner is under the age of 18, they must have a parent present and have
that parent sign minor participation forms.
We also understand that rehearsals may overlap with the end of current productions for
some actors. We ask that you provide us with details of conflicts and impacts at your
audition.
Everyone who’s auditioning will be together in one room, and you’ll be asked to read
scenes from the play. It’s known as “cold reading”, because you’re not expected to
memorize anything in advance. The material you need will be given to you. The
Director and Stage Manager will run the auditions, and you’ll be asked to come forward
a couple of times to read. We’re all friendly and promise that it won’t be
intimidating. You may be asked to read a part that you’re obviously not suited for, or
that you have no interest in. It doesn’t mean you’re being considered for that part but
rather helps us gauge your flexibility and range.
No parts are pre-cast, and everyone who gets a part will have auditioned at one of the 2
scheduled times, unless special arrangements are made in advance.
Among the things we’ll be looking for are:
•
Speaking voice quality – Can you project, so that you’ll be heard from the back
of the auditorium?

•
•
•
•

Energy – can we hear the interest and excitement in your voice?
Facial Expression – Does it match the words you’re reading?
Character – Can you “be” the person you’re reading?
Willingness – Can you follow instructions and give it your best shot?

How will you pick the cast?
Many things go into putting a cast together. Of course, your performance at the
audition is important, but so are other things that are not in your control. The script
dictates, to a large extent, who will be cast. So casting is a process of finding good
actors of an appropriate age who fit in combination with the other actors.
When will I know if I’m cast?
If we are able to cast you, we will call you no later than the day after the last
audition. For this show, that means we’ll call by Friday, Sept 13th after the second round
of auditions. If you don’t hear from us, we were not able to use you this time. The
number of people who audition prevents us from calling everyone. But remember, that
doesn’t mean you did a poor job, and please – come back to audition for another show.
What am I committing to?
By coming to auditions you’re not committing to anything. Come try us out and see
what you think. If we offer you a part, and you accept, then you are definitely making a
commitment to attend every rehearsal. That means you can’t miss a rehearsal unless
it’s absolutely necessary and you’ve told the Stage Manager in advance. No absences
are allowed during the last two weeks of rehearsals. Even if you have your part learned
down pat and don’t feel you need to be there, remember that your fellow actors are
dependent on you being where you’re supposed to be. If someone has a line to deliver
to you and you’re not there, it makes it very difficult to stay in character and keep the
scene running smoothly. A major factor in a production not getting to a polished,
professional level, is a cast that is erratic in attendance. OK, enough preaching – just
want you to understand the importance of being at rehearsals.
Tell me about this play
With songs and smoking six-shooters, we're here to tell the adventures and
misadventures of two cattle barons and, most especially, of a beautiful young lady in
search of … well, not the usual kind of gold in them thar hills. Is this a musical? Nope.
But somewhat like Cat Ballou, Paint Your Wagon and a lot of John Ford westerns, it has
words and music that made their way west—songs like "Shenandoah," "Oh My Darling,
Clementine," and "Sweet Betsy From Pike." And what's a rousing, sometimes rowdy
western without a long-legged, curvaceous but vestal saloon gal? A saucy little filly
known as Lily—with a more-than-middling singing voice to boot. A comic valentine to
the cowboy and cowgirl heroes of bygone screen, radio and television—Gene, Roy,
Hoppy, Coop, The Duke—with a tip of the Stetson to Calamity, Annie O, Belle Star and
Cat Ballou. A story of the Old West, but a different sort of a story. A tale with a twist. A
rootin', tootin', six-shootin' wing-ding of a western.
What are the roles available?
This show requires Youth and adults. Please note that you don’t have to BE the age
listed here, just be able to ACT and look approximately the ages listed.

Cast: 25 characters – NOTE most of the cast will voice more than one character, Lily
needs to be able to sing, some male roles may be played by females. ALSO NOTE: no
memorization will be required for this show… it is a radio show format, all
parts will be read.
Males:
Booth Voice (Chuck Pratt) (voice Only)
Raymond Edward Collins
Sound Effects
Actor Louie
Joe
Driver’s Voice (Shorty)
Sherriff Broker Baker – Narrator
Big John
Ready John
Jess Courtland
Macintosh
Reggie
Maguey
Bentnose Bascomb
Schemer Scroggins
Man
Voice
Females:
Sound Effects
Lily/Janette
Clerk
Dutch Masters

Abigail
Olivia
2nd Voice
What about rehearsals?
Our schedule calls for 2 rehearsals a week, for 4 weeks, followed by 1 weekend of
performances. Our first rehearsal is scheduled for Monday, September 16th. Rehearsals
are normally on Monday and Thursday evenings from 7pm-9pm. We take very seriously
your commitment and your time. The schedule will be laid out in advance, and only
vary rarely deviated from. You will never be expected to hang around waiting for the
director to get to your part. The very first rehearsal will be a “read-through” and will
include the entire cast. It’s just what it sounds like – we’ll all sit around and read the
script. It’s the time to meet your fellow actors, hear the Director’s vision for the show,
begin to assimilate your character, work on any tricky pronunciation, etc. We’ll give you
your copy of the script, the schedule, and any other material you’ll need. After that, the
next rehearsal will be broken down, scene by scene, and we’ll do the
“blocking”. Blocking is the term used for any stage movement – crossing from one side
to the other, sitting down, standing up – all the stuff that supports your lines. Bring a
pencil and make notes in your script as you work. Once everything is blocked, the next
rehearsals we will go back through those scenes and work on them some more. We’ll be
running the entire show, fine-tuning as we go. Expect about 6 rehearsals in all. There
might be one or two added rehearsals near opening, if we seem to need them.
When are Performances?
Currently, there are plans for 2 performances of this show October 11th to October 12th.
Here’s the performance Schedule:
Day of Week Date
Friday
October 11
Saturday
October 12

Time
7 pm
2 pm

Tickets cost $7 and you can have all your fans call the box office at 706-322-4523 to
make their reservations.
Who Will Be Working on This Show?
LisaKay Matchen will direct this show
What about….?
For any other questions that I forgot to cover, please call LisaKay Matchen, 678-3713079 or email to lkmatchen@gmail.com.

